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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312, To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Edgar W. Averill on January 8, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: cancel claims 10-15. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1 -9 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of record 
fails to teach or suggest an apparatus for embossing a plurality of separated three dimensional 
ornamental designs on a raw clay sidewall of a pottery bowl, comprising a press block being 
fabricated without a movable central portion, a die block having a recessed die cavity in a shape 
of a three dimensional embossed ornamental design, in which the press block includes a first and 
a second die blocks poisoned on each side of the raw clay sidewall, and means for retractably 
urging the press and die blocks relatively toward each other so as to press the press block against 
the raw clay sidewall and plastically displace a portion of the raw clay sidewall into the recessed 
die cavity of the die block to produce a three dimensional embossed ornamental design portions 
on the raw clay sidewall of the bowl. 
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In regard to claims 7-9, the prior art fails to teach or suggest a pressing means comprises 
a pair of actuator arms operably connected to each other at a hinge joint, with each arm 
extending from the hinge joint to an output end, which is connected to a corresponding one of the 
press and die block; and means for pivoting the actuator arms about the hinge joint and relatively 
toward each other. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thu Khanh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-1 136. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 1 5 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 
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